NJDOT celebrated Women’s History Month on 


Monday, March 23 with a panel discussion on personal and 


professional challenges that women confront. 

The session was moderated by Deputy Commissioner 
Jen Godoski with Fellow NJDOTers Cindy Dey, GIS 
Specialist 1, IT; Urvi Davé, Administrative Analyst 1, 
Maintenance; Michelle Jordan, Secretarial Assistant 
1, Communications; Pamela Garrett, Supervising 
Environmental Specialist, Environmental Resources, and 
Sue Tomlinson, Administrative Analyst 1, Statewide 
Traffic Operations. 

Participants advised the audience to meditate and 
pray everyday, manage time effectively, create a planning 
system, spend quality time with family and understand 
one’s emotions. 

“10 percent of life is what happens to you, 90 percent 
of life is how you react to it,” commented Davé. 

Continued on page 6 


NIDOTMlightsiupsthe Brigantine Bridge 


On Monday, March 16, the Region South 
Electrical crew began replacing all the fluorescent 
rail lighting on the Brigantine Bridge (Route 87) with 
retrofitted light-emitting diode (LED) light bars. 

The LED lights will last six to seven years with a 
possibility of 10 years without fading as opposed 

to a six to seven months life span of a fluorescent 
tube. There are close to 350 rail lights on each side 

of the span. The new LED light bar’s output was 
designed and built to match as closely as possible the 


NJDOT employees give advice on women's issues. Left to right: 
Cindy Dey, GIS Specialist 1, IT; Urvi Davé, Administrative 
Analyst 1, Maintenance; Michelle Jordan, Secretarial Assistant 1, 
Communications; Pamela Garrett, Supervising Environmental 
Specialist, Environmental Resources, and Sue Tomlinson, 
Administrative Analyst 1, Statewide Traffic Operations. 


light intensity of the original fluorescent tubes and are 
maintenance friendly. 

“Although the Bridge’s energy consumption will 
remain the same, the new lights are better suited to 
endure the harsh saltwater environment,” said David Uth, 
Electrical Supervisor, Region South. 

This project started three years ago. Pat Bowker, 
Administrative Analyst, Operations secured the 
necessary funding and Dan Black, Project Engineer, 

Continued on page 5 


Steve Miller, Shift Supervisor - Harding ESP, Maged (Gabe) Gabriel - ESP Regional Supervisor - Traffic ees North, Al Brenner 
- Director, Division of Support Services, Stephen Dilts - Commissioner, John Ruffino, Supervisor - Harding ESP, Darnell Fagg, Shift 
Supervisor - Harding ESP, Jim Hogan, Executive Director, Statewide Traffic Operations, Jen Godoski - Deputy Commissioner, Eugene 


Eng - Shift Supervisor - Harding ESP 


NJDOT opens new Harding 
Emergency Service Patrol (ESP )office 


On Monday, March 9, NJDOT 
Commissioner Stephen Dilts took 
part in a ribbon cutting ceremony 
at the new Emergency Service 
Patrol (ESP) office in Harding. 
Once known as the Harding Rest 
Area on Interstate 287 Northbound, 
NJDOT began using the facility 


NJDOT Emergency Service Patrol’s Frank 
Farmer attends to a flat tire. 


to house the area ESP crew on 
December 18, 2008. 

“NJDOT’s successful ESP 
program has been a highlight for 
several years now and the ESP 
crews are our ‘unsung heroes of the 
highway’,” 
“The Harding ESP crew assisted in 
25,575 ESP motorist stops in 2008. 
All of our crews make us proud.” 

The former Hanover ESP 
crew moved out of its facility at 
the Hanover Maintenance yard for 
several reasons because it was too 
small to house both crews, and the 
vacant Harding rest area, which 
NJDOT owns, was available. 

NJDOT staff who are helping 
to establish the new facility include 
Jeff Spicka, Director of Region 
North, John Gahwyler, Manager 
1, North Region Maintenance, 
Howard Donovan, Regional 
Electrical Supervisor, Joe Floridia, 
Assistant Buyer, Region North 
Operations, and Maintenance Crew 
220, Landscape Crew 250, Facilities 
Crew 942 and North Region 
Electrical Crew 2803. 

“A special thanks should go 
to Mike DeAngelo, Supervising 


said Commissioner Dilts. 


Engineer, Electrical and Rich 
Kolibas, Building Management 
Specialist, Support Services, for 
keeping our vision of opening the 


new facility alive,” said Spicka. 
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Commissioner Dilts 


addresses Succession Planning 


program.” 


Commissioner Stephen Dilts answers a 
questions from NJDOT employees. 


Commissioner Stephen Dilts spoke at the March 5 Lunch and Learn 
session sponsored by Succession Planning. He discussed the importance of 
the Succession Planning pool members. 

“In these difficult times, it is important to maintain focus and 
continue to work to achieve NJDOT’s mission,” said Commissioner Dilts. 
“Workforce sustainability is the essence of NJDOT’s Succession Planning 


The Bureau of Succession Planning assists Senior Management 
by ensuring a sufficient cadre of employees is developed within the 
department to fill future leadership positions. 

The Succession Planning Steering Committee (SPSC) is currently 
reviewing applications and nominations for new members. Final decisions 
about additions to the Succession Planning Leadership Pool are scheduled 
to be announced in late Spring. 


NJIDOT wins NJAPA award 


NJDOT’s Bureau of Maintenance Engineering and 
Operations, Roadway Maintenance Unit was recently 
awarded the New Jersey Asphalt Pavement Association’s 
Award of Excellence at the 2009 Rutgers Paving 
Conference in New Brunswick for its outstanding work 
on the Maintenance Roadway Repair Central, Sub Region 
C-1, Contract No. C101. 

This Award of Excellence was in the category “New 
Construction or Major Rehabilitation of a State Highway 
or Toll Road with a Minimum of 10,000 Tons of Hot Mix 
Asphalt” for the Route 22/ Route 29/ Route 195 roadway 
rehabilitation. In the award submission description 
offered by Della Pello Paving, the Route 29 project was 
called “the smoothest job the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation has ever tested.” 

This distinguished acknowledgment is the first of its 
kind for the newly implemented Bureau of Maintenance 
Engineering and Operations’ “cradle-to-grave” design 
and inspection program. “In order to maintain the 
Bureau of Maintenance Engineering and Operations’ 
goals of awarding almost $200 million in contracts, the 
engineering and technical staff designs its projects, and 
inspects them in the field,” said Mike Davis, Manager. 

“This project, along with three resurfacing projects, 
is one of the highest dollar value awards ever achieved 


Obituaries 


Retiree Paul T. Zabicki passed away February 27. 
He served as an Administrative Assistant for 35 years at 
NJDOT. He was an avid bowler on the NJDOT Bowling 
Team. He is survived by his wife, Audrey, his sons, 
Paul and John, his daughter Mary Jo, grandchild, Gia 
Novembre, and several nieces and nephews. 

Retiree Robert R. Santoro passed away February 27. 


for Operations, saving the department over $2 million in 
consultant fees,” said Harish Bhanderi, Roadway Section 
Chief. 

Credit for the successful project goes to the project 
management of Darin Thorn, Principal Engineer, Region 
Central and inspection oversight conducted by David 
DiValerio, Civil Engineer Trainee, Region Central and 
Nikolaj Probola, Truck Driver, Region Central. 


: we 
Back row, left to right: Harish Bhanderi, Section Chief; Darin 
Thorn, Principal Engineer; Val Della Pello, Jr., President Della 
Pello Paving; Vincent Della Pello, Secretary/Treasurer Della Pello 
Paving; Gary Giglio, Arawak Paving. Front Row, left to right: 
Tom Wagenblast, Stavola Companies; Nikolaj Probola, C&M 
Tech; David DiValerio, Assistant Engineer. 


He served as a Project Engineer in the Bureau of Research 
for 30 years. He is survived by his wife Judy, a brother, 
Ralph, and a sister, Maryann Sherman. 

Retiree Edward L. Kerr Sr. passed away March 16. He 
retired in 1981 after 21 years as an Equipment Operator. He 
is survived by his wife, Anna, his daughter, Patricia and his 
son, Edward. 


Left to right: Larry Hunt - Stanhope Electrical; Artemio Chavez — Stanhope Electrical, Stanley Vanenheuvel — Maintenance, 
Mohammad Khan - Stanhope Electrical, Howard Donovan - Electrical, Jeff Spicka —- Executive Director, Al Brenner — Support Services, 
William McCurdy - Crew 231, John Gahwyler — Construction & Maintenance, Mike DeVita - Area Supervisor, Scott Sheldon — 
Construction & Maintenance, John Stevens — Crew 231, Bruce Squires — Crew 231, Chris Chestnut — Crew 231, Rich Kolibas — Support 
Services, Charles Gilligan, CoverAll, Brian Geimer — Crew 231, Frank DiRoma — CoverAll, Mike DeAngelo — Support Services 


Sussex Maintenance yard 
gets new salt storage structure 


The New Jersey Department of Transportation 
(NJDOT) constructed the ‘first of its kind’ salt storage 
structure at the Sussex Maintenance yard this winter. The 
new type of structure is more environmentally friendly 
than the typical domar-type structure that the NJDOT has 
constructed in the past because all loading and unloading 
operations of salt and calcium chloride will be performed 
within the structure. 

“The new structure provides the yard with an 800% 
increase in salt storage capacity. This increase in capacity 
will eliminate the constant transporting of salt to this yard 
from other locations in the region saving the Department 
over $100,000 annually,” said Al Brenner, Director of the 
Division of Support Services. 

The fast track project began this past summer and 
was led by Assistant Commissioner Jeff Callahan, 

Al Brenner, Director of Support Services, Jeff Spicka, 
Director of Region North, John Gahwyler, Manager 1 
North Region Maintenance, Mike DeAngelo, Supervising 


Engineer and Project Manager, Division of Support 
Services and Ahmad Ghorbani, Project Engineer. The 
existing salt barn can hold 500 tons of salt but it is only a 
fraction of the 4,000 tons used during an average winter 
at this yard. 

“Mike DeAngelo’s critical individual effort to 
coordinate all activities as the Project Manager made the 
new facility a success,” said Brenner. 

The new structure is 160 feet long by 70 feet wide, 
with a 10” thick concrete slab, and a 3” asphalt overlay. 
A trench drain was installed in the slab and piped to 
a holding tank to allow for the recovery of calcium 
chloride solution. The walls were precast concrete and 
12’ high. The galvanized steel structure was placed on 
cast-in-place concrete footings/ piers which spanned over 
the concrete walls at a height of 40’ at its peak. The steel 
structure was covered by a fabric skin with a 20 year 
warranty. The entire structure was designed and built 

Continued on page 7 
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NJIDOT 2009 Chess Champions 


After two weeks of intense 
competition, Pierre Adams, Principal 
Engineer, Capital Investment 
emerged as this year’s NJDOT Chess 
Champion. Pierre won his last three 
games to clinch the title. Charles 
Miller, Manager of Roadway Design 
and Dante Sadama, Supervising 
Engineer, Geometric Design tied for 
second in the top section. 

This year’s tournament consisted 
of three sections with 20 players, 
which provide competitive play 
at all levels. Louis Jolibois, Senior 
Engineer, Project Development and 
John Micikas, Project Engineer, 
Statewide Planning tied for first in 
the B Section. The C Section was 
won by Ayman Ibrahim, Assistant 
Mechanical Engineer of Equipment 
Engineering, a first time participant, 
with Glenn Adams, Senior Engineer, 
Geometric Design, placing second. 


Other participants were Steve 
Hammond, Engineer, Structural 
Design; and Bharat Shah, Engineer, 
Structural Design; Kiran Patel, 
Director, of Construction and 
Materials; Anil Desai, Project 
Engineer, Right-of-Way and Major 
Access; Jerome Florence, Secretarial 
Assistant 3, Regional Operations; 
George Kuhn, Project Manager, 
Project Management; Ashok Rana, 
Administrative Analyst 1 and John 
Dourgarian, Executive Assistant 
2, Capital Investment; Tineen 
Howard, Principal Planner, Statewide 
Planning; Carol Paszamant, 
Librarian, NJDOT Library; Norbert 
Teufel, Principal Engineer, Capital 
Program Support; Ray Milam, 
Inventory Control Specialist 2, 
Support Services and Dominque 
Brook, Civil Engineer Trainee, Project 
Development. 


Commissioner Stephen Dilts congratulates 
NJDOT 2009 chess champion Pierre 
Adams. 

Commissioner Dilts volunteered 
to present the trophies to this year’s 
winners. The group hopes that next 
year’s tournament is even bigger than 
this year’s. 


NJIDOT’s Maritime Resources comes to the rescue 


On January 15, 2009, US Airways 
Flight 1549 left LaGuardia Airport 
bound for Charlotte, North Carolina 
and made a remarkable emergency 
landing in the Hudson River. 

“I am very proud to say that 
NJDOT played a vital role in the 
aircraft’s rescue and recovery,” 
said Commissioner Stephen Dilts. 
“This rescue and recovery is a true 
testament that our Office of Maritime 
Resources is an important piece of 
NJDOT.” 

The pilot of Flight 1549 landed 
near sensors managed by the 


New York Harbor Observing and 
Prediction System (NYHOPS). 

These sensors monitor water and 
wind conditions, temperature, level, 
direction and speed, as well as other 
environmental conditions and vessel 
traffic data throughout the New 
York Harbor and New Jersey Coast 
regions. 

NJDOT’s Genevieve Boehm- 
Clifton, Acting Manager for the 
Office of Maritime Resources, 
developed the sensor program with 
the Stevens Institute of Technology, 
the U.S. Office of Naval Research, the 


Briga nti ne Bridge Continued from front page 


Maintenance Engineering wrote the project and contract 
specifications. Sandy Parr, Senior Engineer, Electrical 
David Uth, Electrical Supervisor, Region South, 


John Nizolek, Supervising 
Engineer, Electrical and Phil 


Cappucio, Project Engineer, 
Electrical, Tony Walano, 
retired Supervising Engineer, 
Electrical, Larry Sroka, retired 
Manager 1, and Frank Platt, retired Assistant Regional 
Electrical Supervisor, all were instrumental in creating 
the purchase specification for these new lights. 


National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security and other 
agencies. 

Falling water levels, fast currents 
and cold water temperature created 
treacherous conditions. The sensor 
program gave emergency workers 
the historical data regarding the local 
waters within minutes of the crash 
so that they could employ the best 
response strategy. 

“With NJDOT’s help, everyone 
survived and the aircraft was 
successfully retrieved,” said Dilts. 


The installation crew includes Crew Supervisors Rich 
DeMarco and Joe DiCola, along with Electrical Mechanics, 
Ted Deery, Jim Pizzuto, Bill Nees, Darren Vitalo, Brian 


Gazzara, Russ Kershaw, Jim 
Bennett, Ivan Tangree and 
| Derek Patchell. They plan to 
| complete the project before the 
tourist season, on May 8, 2009. 
Fred Harker, Micro- 


Electronic Systems Tech; Bill Whypp, Micro-Electronic 
Systems Tech; and Al Karamali, Assistant Supervisor 
Bureau of Purchase, Treasury, assisted in the project. 
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Wo men H l sto ry M Oo nth Continued from front page 
On Tuesday, March 24, several NJDOT employees _ Right-of-Way; Michelle Jordan, Secretarial Assistant 


Onorati 


gave lessons on craft-making, gardening, health and 1, Communications; Connie Kimmel, Administrative 

fitness, and cake decorating. Also, Frank Prezioso, Assistant 2, Procurement; Chuck Maciejunes, Executive 

Project Engineer, Electrical, won a gift basket. Assistant 1, Budget; Shannon Namey, Technician, Design 
The employees who participated in the event Services; Gerald Oliveto, Senior Engineer, Operations; 


include: Denise Adams, Personnel Assistant 3, Human Nicole Onorati, Clerk Typist, Multimodal Services; 
Resources; Anne Chmielewski, Administrative Analyst Renee Rapciewicz, Executive Assistant, Statewide 


1, Procurement; Janice DeJohn, Executive Assistant 1, Traffic Operations; Cora Sue Santopietro, Promotional 
Human Resources; Nancy Ciaruffoli, Administrative Material Specialist, Communications; Anna Vereen, 
Assistant 3, Operations; Linda Forrester, Secretarial Assistant 2, Employee Support; Michelle 
Administrative Analyst 2, Multimodal Services; Wallace, Administrative Assistant 2, Design Services; 
Meg Frampton, Executive Assistant 2, Statewide Doretta Wright-Simmons, Technical Assistant, IT; Bonnie 
Traffic Operations; Sandy Furness, retired; Terry Zanolini, Administrative Assistant 1, Human Resources; 
Garvey, Senior Emergency Management Coordinator, and Lisa Zook, Personnel Assistant 3, Human Resources. 
Operations; Carol Gaunt, Administrative Assistant Other scheduled programs include, “Planning for 

1, Operations; Iris Gerald, Secretarial Assistant 1, the Future Starts Today,” on Monday, March 30 from 12 
Employee Support; Celeste Giancola, Executive p.m. to 1:30 p.m. This program will provide discussions 
Secretarial Assistant, Inspector General; Nancy on financial planning information. “Women Taking the 
Girton, Personnel Assistant 2, Human Resources, Lead at DOT,” on Tuesday, March 31 from 12 p.m. to 1 
Amanda Grande, Civil Engineer Trainee, Operations; p.m. will provide information on success at NJDOT. Both 


Joanna Haritos, Senior Right-of-Way Negotiator, presentations will be held in the Multi-Purpose Room. 


CIAP NJ hosts “Working with the NJDOT” event 


On Thursday March 19, the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation (NJDOT), the 
Construction Industry Advancement Program of 
New Jersey (CIAP) and several other New Jersey 


Associations joined forces to present a seminar entitled 


“Working with the NJDOT.” 

“With Governor Corzine’s and President 
Obama’s stimulus packages, I’m here to tell you that 
cooperation between NJDOT and the contracting 


community has never been more important than it will 


be in the coming months,” said NJDOT Commissioner 
Stephen Dilts. “The work we do with our share of 

the stimulus money will shorten the duration of the 
recession, lessen its impact on New Jersey, and will 
mark an investment in the future economic vitality of 
our state.” 

The event included a stimulus package update 
and capital program execution report from Rick 
Crum, Director of Project Management, followed by 
details on the stimulus reporting process by Walt 


McGrosky, Director of Capital Program Support. 
Dennis Motiani, Director of Traffic Operations, 
described traffic mitigation techniques and new 
technology information that he learned at the recent 
Transportation Research Board (TRB) event in 
Washington, DC. 

The program continued with “Overcoming 
Obstacles to Successful Project Delivery.” Vince 
Baglivo, Region South Supervising Engineer, 
highlighted the challenging, Route I-76 Bridge Deck 
Replacement over I-295 and Kings Highway project. 
Dennis Motiani, Director, Traffic Operations gave a 
lesson on traffic mitigation techniques and Nelida 
Valentin, Executive Director, Civil Rights gave 
updates on contractor compliance. 

CIAP of New Jersey is a non-profit trusteeship 
established by the New Jersey Asphalt Pavement 
Association (NJAPA), Utility and Transportation 
Contractors Association (UTCA) and the Associated 
General Contractors of New Jersey (AGC of NJ). 


Sussex Maintenance yal continued trom page 4 


in 10 weeks and the first delivery of salt occurred in 
January. 

North Region’s Supervising Engineer Scott 
Sheldon coordinated all of the contractors’ efforts at the 
site as well as the relocation of several utility poles and 
the grading of the existing site. The construction of the 


Sussex Maintenance yard salt storage structure 


piers began in early December of 2008 and the concrete 
slab was placed in mid-December. The steel structure 
arrived one week later and the erection of the steel began. 
The skin was in place by the second day of January 2009. 
The asphalt overlay was placed in early January and salt 
was delivered to the site on January 15. 


